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The Case for Support

even years ago, the Vestry began 
discussing the possibility of  

constructing a Columbarium at Christ 
Episcopal Church. This led to forming a 
committee, co-chaired by Brownie Flanders 
and Chris Smith, to assess the congregation’s 
interest and move the project forward.

What is a Columbarium?

A Columbarium is a structure with 
compartments, or niches, for holding urns. 
The word columbarium comes from the 

S

Page One

200 State Street • PO Box 385 • Charlevoix Michigan 49720 • 231-547-6322 • ChristEpiscopalChurch.net

Latin word Columba, meaning “dove,” because 
columbaria usually have niches to hold the urns 
that resemble those in dovecotes (dove houses).    

A Columbarium is a resting place in the 
journey of life everlasting. It provides 
comfort to the family knowing that there is 
a memorial to their loved one 
within the church. It is theologically and 
economically sound, and environmentally 
friendly.  

Cremation is becoming a more common way 
to treat the death of a loved one. According to 

Continued on Page Fourteen
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For AugustPrayer List
Please Pray for your Brothers and Sisters

Persons are removed from our Prayer List at the end of each month.

Please contact John Fiedorek at jfiedorek@gmail.com

to add the names of friends and family to our Prayer List

Rev. Peggy Nattermann

Rev. Kathy Kircher

Monsie Cameron

Gunnar Lundteigen

Linda Smith

David Bahr

Blake Kirinovic

Brad Lopez

Lisa Hicklen

Vicky & Gary Schafer

Glen Berger

Paul Weston

Patricia Elzinga

Loretta Towsley

Aaron Seligman

Jenna Guthrie

Order Prints and Note CardsThe Christ Episcopal Church of Charlevoix
125 Years Strong • 1894 – 2019

by Linda Boss

Note Cards
 Note Card – Single $3.25
 Note Cards – Package of 6 $16.00
 Note Cards – Gift Box of 8 $24.00

Prints
 5x7 Signed Print $20.00
 8x10 Signed Print $35.00
 11x14 Signed Print $45.00
 16x20 Signed Print $65.00
(Larger sizes can be custom ordered
Contact Susan Flanders)

            Total: _______

Print and send in or drop off at the Church with 

total amount. This is a fundraiser! The proceeds 

go towards CEC - Christian Outreach projects.
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TO REMEMBER
a u g u s t  a n d  s E p t E M b E r

Upcoming Dates
August 4  9:30a.m. First Sunday – Our journey through the church year brings us to Lent. 
   Where did it come from? What is its purpose? What new insights can 
   enrich your spiritual journey?

August 10  11:30-2p.m. Chicken Salad Luncheon-annual fundraiser for ECW

August 16  3p.m. Vestry Meeting

August 20  7p.m. Phil Pratt Organ Concert, presented by Taylor Series
   Reception to follow in parish hall

August 24  5p.m. Deadline for September Red Door, contact
   Susan Flanders: susankflanders@gmail.com

August 25  10a.m. “125 Years Strong” celebration with Bishop Whayne Hougland 
   Sunday’s service to be held outdoors at:
   Betty Stephen’s home,
   9500 Brant Road, Ellsworth, MI.
   Lunch to follow

August 31  8am-noon Sparkle & Shine fundraiser sponsored by ECW

Sept. 1  9:30a.m. First Sunday

Sept. 5  10a.m. Seasons of Liturgy & Life

Sept. 20  3p.m. Vestry Meeting

Submit an Article for the Next Red Door!
by 5p.m. August 24 susankflanders@gmail.com

If you see an error in this month’s issue, please let us know! 
We will correct it or print a correction in the next issue of the Red Door.

(We try to be as accurate as possible.... the Red Door Production Team)
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125Years
hen I opened the envelope from Fr. O’Dell, 
with the enclosed letter and invitation 
came an enormous flood of memories, 

almost ten year’s worth. What an 
auspicious celebration you are having: 125 years 
of witness to the Presence in one of the loveliest 
of places. And I am grateful for the opportunity 
to have been part of it.

When the Bishop asked Cynthia and me to  
consider moving from Kalamazoo to Charlevoix 
we knew it was part of the Diocese of Western 
Michigan, but it was so far away. 235 miles 
seemed an insurmountable distance but it 
didn’t take long for us to get used to the 50 
mile drive to Traverse City for dinner and 
shopping at Miliken’s. And what a beautiful 
drive that was with those magical glimpses of 
Lake Michigan along the way. As I write this, 
we now live in South Carolina, having been 
in Illinois, Florida and New Jersey and I can 
honestly say that for sheer beauty there isn’t 
much that can approach that of Charlevoix the 
Beautiful.

But scenery wasn’t the reason we 
came to Charlevoix. It was to become 
Vicar of Christ Church, my first time 
to be in charge. As I prepared to 
accept these new responsibilities I 
remembered the words of a visiting 
Bishop speaking to the Senior class at 
Seabury Western Seminary.  Looking at us with 
a slightly bemused smile and an expressive tilt 
of his head he said, “I want you to know that I 
feel so very sorry for the congregations where 
you will first exercise your ministry. They 

W

are the ones who will suffer from your early 
attempts at preaching. They are the ones who 
will have to be burdened with the mistakes you 
will surely make. And they are the ones, if you 
are so blessed, who will love you in spite of all 
that and will help you grow into the Priests 
that God needs to serve His people.” And I was 
blessed, abundantly, to be placed in just such a 
congregation that put up with those dreadful 
early sermons and helped me to overcome the 
mistakes that I made.

It was because of that support – and the 
geography of Charlevoix – that I learned to 
preach without notes. It happened this way: 
every Saturday evening I closed the door to 
my office, sat at the typewriter and banged 
out twelve or fifteen minutes of what I hoped 
would be inspired words which I then placed on 
the piano in the living room of the Vicarage to 
take with me to Church the next morning. But 

Rev. Hewett Johnston - Photo courtesy of Bob Boyd, Photographer

Continued on Page Five
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125Years
to my consternation, one Sunday I discovered 
that I had forgotten the sermon. Not to worry, 
I told myself. I had twenty minutes before the 
next service and it was only five to the house 
and five back. I got in the car, turned down 
Bridge Street heading toward the bridge and, of 
course, saw the light, heard the horn and knew 
the bridge was going up. Not to worry, I told 
myself, it’ll only be up for five minutes, I’ll still 
have time.  You know what’s coming. It wasn’t 
a sail boat or the ferry. No, it was one of those 
self-unloading coal boats heading for the South 
Arm and they always took twenty minutes 
or more to get through. So back to Church I 
went, trying to remember what I’d written, 
hoping I wouldn’t panic and that I could squeak 
out something useful. I don’t know what I 
said, but afterwards I was thanked by several 
people for that sermon because, as they put it, 
you looked at us while you spoke. As I look back 
on more than 35 years of parish ministry, that 
was a seminal event, for it made me realize that 
engaging the congregation in the preaching 
of the Word was so much more effective when 
there wasn’t the barrier of the manuscript. I 
am very thankful that Christ Church put up 
with my early ramblings and offered me the 
encouragement I needed to continue.

There are many other memories of our 
time in Charlevoix: the smoke from the 
sausages left overnight in the oven one year on 
Ash Wednesday;  the saga of the skunk 
family living next to the fireplace foundation 
in the Vicarage; the annual influx of summer 
folks and the way in which they lent their 

Continued from Page Four
support to the Church during their 
sojourn; the time I had to ski to the Church for 
Thanksgiving service because of a monstrous 
snowfall and being thankful that two other 
people managed to show up; the pilgrimage 
to our sister mission on Beaver Island, being 
thankful for peaceful crossings and no sea 
sickness. It was, in so many ways, a remarkably 
wonderful time and I cherish these memories of 
the people who helped to make them.

As you celebrate 125 years of presenting Jesus 
to the greater community by word and deed, 
remember the foundation that has been laid.  
Remember all who have served you as Priests 
and give thanks for the ministries they have 
performed. In each and every case, my own 
included, the best we had to offer was always 
laid upon the foundation of those who went 
before us. As St. Paul reminded the 
Corinthians, “I planted, Apollos watered but 
it was God who gave the increase.” So it has 
been for each of us who have been privileged 
to serve the faithful of Christ Church, and so 
it will be for those who serve you throughout 
the coming years. For those in the past, we 
ask forgiveness for the mistakes we made, for 
the present, the prayers and support of the 
faithful, and for the future, the guidance and 
direction of the Holy Spirit that Christ Church, 
in Charlevoix the Beautiful, may continue to 
serve its community, continue to celebrate 
God’s Presence, continue to be the faithful 
people you have been for the past 125 years. 

God Bless you all.
The Rev. Hewett Johnston



 short time after Rick and I came to 
Christ Church, I was asked if I wanted 
to come to the women’s Tuesday night 

prayer group. It felt wonderful to be invited.

The first time I went, we prayed at the church 
and then out to eat afterward. When I came 
home, I was so excited I told Rick I really like 
these ladies and what a wonderful time I had. 

I continued to be a part of the Tuesday prayer 
group for many years. We would go into the 
sanctuary, get on our knees and pray! We prayed 
for our church, our families, and friends, along 
with all kinds of other needs. 

We became very close and shared so much 
together. It felt wonderful to have that support. 
We saw God’s answers to prayer for our church 
and in our lives. We also did devotional studies 
together at different times and places. 

I have loved working side by side with my 
friends on fellowship activities. I have found 
real fulfillment in serving on the Altar Guild 
and setting the Lords Table is such a privilege 
and one of my greatest joys.

I love our joyful worship on Sunday 
mornings. I always feel God’s presence with us. 
I’m thankful for all the opportunities we have 
as part of this special congregation. I am 
grateful to God for blessing us with Father Tom 
and Linda. We have learned and have been 
challenged in our time together. 

I also believe this is a time of spiritual growth 
for our parish. We’ve been part of Christ Church 
for twenty-six years, and I have to say, “I love it 
more with each passing year”.
.

A

b y  l i n d a  W E r t z 
Christ ChurChReflection on

Linda Wertz
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“125 Years Strong”
Reflections of LindaWertz

Sunday Sermons
Did you know that each Sunday the sermons at Christ Church are recorded?

To listen to the Sunday’s sermon, visit the church’s website at: 
ChristEpiscopalChurch.net

Click on sermon and listen to the desired week
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hen Linda and I moved to 
Charlevoix and transferred our 
membership to Christ Church, we were 

basically new Christians. A couple of years 
prior, we had become members of St. James 
in Grosse Isle. We had been away from church 
for almost twenty years. Some leaders at St. 
James wanted to sponsor us to go on a Cursillo 
weekend. Cursillo changed us. We were on “Fire 
for the Lord,” and we wanted to be involved 
in everything at the church. We brought that 
enthusiasm with us to CEC.

What we found at Christ Church was a group 
of people all around our age—five couples, 
including ourselves. They loved the church, as 
well, most of them were musical, unlike Linda 
and me.

Our priest was Lander Carter, new to the 
priesthood. Christ Church was his first church. 
His wife Gretchen was in a Praise Band, called 
Gentle Spirit. Five were Episcopalians from our 
Diocese. Let me tell you God was involved in 
this transition, or should I say transformation. 
All were involved in the Cursillo Movement, 
“The Jesus Movement in Northwest Michigan,” 
to coin a phrase.

At the time, our Men’s Group met every 
Saturday morning. We followed the 
Cursillo “Rule of Life Card”. We held each 

other accountable, we studied together, we 
prayed together and at the end of the meeting 
we would cook breakfast. We truly wanted to 
follow the motto, make a friend, be a friend, bring 
a friend to Jesus. Our vow was, “I am counting 
on Christ and Christ is counting on me.”

We had follow-up meetings at CEC. We 
invited the entire Diocese to attend, if they were 
involved. We attended reunions a couple times 
a year around the diocese. We became members 
of several teams over the years. 

Christ Episcopal Church help Linda and I grow. 
God is good. He puts everything in place for 
us. New Christians, in a new town, in a new 
church, with new purpose for our lives. Thanks 
be to God for our little church on the corner.

W

Rick Wertz

“125 Years Strong”
Reflections of RickWertz

To build a strong team you must
See someone else’s strength as a compliment to your weakness

not a threat to your position or authority
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STROng
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125Years

125 YEaRS 
STROng!!

Save the Date:
August 25th

Our Sunday service will be
held on Heavenly Hill,
Betty Stephen’s home

off of Rex Beach Road, not at 
Christ Church.
– Details soon!

Fr. Tom O’Dell and Fr. John David serving at Christ ChurchBrownie Flanders, Dorothy Miller,
The Rev. William Spaid, and Roger Peak

Kim Heider, Ed White and Betty Stephen host coffee hour
when Rev. William Spaid served as Celebrant and Preacher

at CEC in celebration of 125 Years Strong
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MinistryChristianOutreach
Dare to Care Fundraiser

Jeff Porter, Linda Wertz and Nancy Porter greet Sue David and
Fr. John David as they arrive at the Dare to Care fundraiser

Fr. John David and Fr. Tom O’Dell at the
Christian Outreach fundraiser on July 12th

ell once again the Outreach 
Ministry Team “Dared You to Care”, and 

the response was overwhelming!

Friday evening, July 12th was a wonderful 
gathering of both parishioners and members 
of the community who came together to share 
their blessings in support of the event.

The Outreach Team spent countless hours to 
make the night memorable and fun, but the 
generosity of those in attendance, as well as 
those who purchased tickets but were unable 
to attend, is what ultimately made this years 
Dare to Care such a success! Our heart felt 
thanks to the Hospitality team for their hard 
work in preparing a wonderful variety of food 
and drink for all to enjoy. 

This year generous donations from local 
merchants, the community and church 
parishioners made it possible for the team 
to add a live auction event in addition to the 
numerous silent auction items. Along with 
ticket sales and games, $12,500.00 was raised 
to support the Outreach Ministry Team 
partners. It is our hope that your caring and 
sharing will give renewed hope to those less 
fortunate.

The Outreach Team will soon be distributing 
monies raised to our ministry partners and we 
are thrilled to be able to serve God and to follow 
his path for us.

Thanks again for making this years Dare to 
Care event so successful.

Christine Benson

W
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Sue Livingston, Betsy Collier, Sue David, and Fr. John David

Kathy Boyer, Alicia Doan - Winner of the Grand Hotel package.
Doug Boyer, and Linda Wertz

Betty Stephen and Kim Heider check in
with Christine Benson and Lisa Graham

Judy Colt & Margaret Seligman serve guests
at the Dare to Care auction

MinistryChristianOutreach
Dare to Care Fundraiser
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Ann Puffpaff making her
famous lemon bars for the fundraiser

Chris Nyland increases his bid on the silent auction

Ann Puffpaff’s luscious lemon bars
brought in $215.00 for Christian Outreach!

Jim Shannon checks his bid on the silent auction

MinistryChristianOutreach
Dare to Care Fundraiser

Senior Warden, Dorothy Miller
chats with Fr. John David

Senior Warden, Dorothy Miller
chats with Fr. John David
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Chicken Salad, Anyone?
hrist Church’s Chicken Salad Luncheon 

is just around the corner.

Planning for another large crowd again this 

year, we will need everyone’s help to make it an 

even bigger success.  

The date of the luncheon is Saturday, 

August 10 — the day of Charlevoix Art Fair. 

Already many former guests have indicated 

they are looking forward to our delicious chicken 

salad. Many of the artists in the Art Fair 

and downtown merchants take advantage of 

having chicken salad delivered to them by 

takeout, which is a great convenience for them.

We will be prepping food and setting up the 

parish hall on Thursday and Friday at 9 a.m.   

Please let Christine and Nancy know if you 

are available to assist with this great fund 

raiser benefiting Episcopal Church Women. The 

proceeds are used for items needed for the 

C

Nancy Porter & Christine Benson
Co-chairs of Chicken Salad Luncheon – 2019

eCw
A T  C h r i s T  C h u r C h

Episcopal Church Women

church and also for our Christian Outreach 

Ministries.

Looking forward to the camaraderie this event 

creates.

— Christine Benson and Nancy Porter

Please Help
We are now accepting monetary donations to make our FAMOUS chicken salad at the 
church. Please leave your donation with Christine Benson, Dorothy Miller, or Nancy Porter. 
We are looking forward to another great year of working together on this great fundraiser!
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Episcopal Church Women – Sparkle & Shine Event

Sparkle and Shine 2019
eCw

A T  C h r i s T  C h u r C h
Episcopal Church Women

parkle and Shine – our biennial ‘shop for 
a cause’ event – will be the Saturday of 

Labor Day weekend, August 31, from 8:00AM 
– 12:00PM.

We need your help to make this important ECW 
fundraising event a success. How might you be 
able to help? Here are some opportunities:

1. Donate (tax deductible) finer items to 
 Sparkle and Shine (fine art, sterling, 
 silverplate, fine china, antique linens, 
 objets d’art, fine jewelry, crystal, serving 
 pieces, antique or vintage handbags, fine 
 home décor, sculpture, and fine-art pottery).  
 This year’s “Reserve Table” will allow you to 
 set a minimum selling price; anything not 
 sold from the Reserve Table will be returned 
 to the donor.

2. Bake treats we can sell at our CEC Youth 
 Yummies Sale outside our Red Doors on 
 State Street the day of the sale. All baked 
 yummies need to be at the church by 
 10:00AM on Thursday, August 29.

3. Come clean and polish with us: Wednesday, 
 August 28,and/or Thursday, August 29, 
 from 8:00AM – 12:00PM-ish.

4. Be part of our clean-up crew on Saturday, 
 August 31, from 12:00PM – 3:00PM.

S

Additionally, we will be collecting clean 
packing materials now through August 30. We 
need lots of bags, boxes, tissue paper, bubble 
wrap, etc., for packing up purchases. These 
may be brought to church any Sunday and will 
be collected and stored in the undercroft.

Items for donation may be brought to 
church any Sunday; you may contact Rachel 
Sytsma Reed with any questions or to arrange 
for pickup help if needed: 616.460.9392.

Beginning in August, keep your eyes peeled for 
sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall. Thank you 
for whatever help or donations you are able to 
provide. Sparkle and Shine appreciates you!

Romans 13: 8
Let no debt remain outstanding, expect the continuing debt to love one another,

for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 
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At Christ ChurCh
C o M M i t t E E

Columbarium
2012 statistics, cremation was the preferred 
option for almost 3 out of 4 deaths. Placing 
remains in a columbarium niche requires much 
less space than a cemetery plot, and it can be 
much less expensive than a traditional coffin/
cemetery plot burial. 

Christ Church Columbarium

The Columbarium project at Christ Church is 
a grass roots effort—ours is a member-based 
initiative that has won the support and 
appreciation of both our Vestry and 
congregation. As a result, the Columbarium 
Committee has engaged N.J. White Associates, 
an architectural firm from Petoskey. 

The firm has created a preliminary design with 
interior perspectives, approved by the vestry.  
Their recommendation includes revising the 
hallway between the sanctuary and fellowship 
hall for development of the niches. This would 
include 189 niches with a brass nameplate 
noting the date of birth and death of the 
individual. They also recommended moving the 
current business office to create a children’s 
nook, and the business office would be placed in 
the current financial office. The plan includes a 
fire alarm system for the church building, and 
improved ventilation in the old basement.

Construction drawings are being created that 
will be used for future bid proposals, with an 
estimated Spring 2020 construction. Our 
Columbarium will follow the design and style 
of our beautiful sanctuary. Care has been 

Columbarium Capital Campaign Committee:

Mark Andresky – Co-Chair, Brownie Flanders, Nancy Porter,

Jeff Porter, and Seated, Betty Stephen – Co-Chair

devoted to creating a peaceful and dignified 
space.  (Please see the architectural renderings 
for a fuller understanding of the Columbarium 
design.)

The preliminary cost estimate is 
approximately $150,000. A volunteer 
committee has been formed to secure funding 
for the construction project from members of 
the congregation.

Continued from Page One
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Taylor
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MusiCWorship& 
August 4
They’ll Know We Are Christians

(Worship & Rejoice, page 595)

August 11
Thine Is the Glory

(Worship & Rejoice, page 310)

Anthems for August 2019

Directions to Betty Stephen’s Home

August 18
Thou Art Worthy

(Worship & Rejoice, page 126)

August 25
You Are My All in All

(Worship & Rejoice, page 427)

Please meet at church and plan to car pool.
Sunday service on August 25.

With
Bishop Whayne Hougland and Fr. Tom O’Dell

Lunch provided

Directions to:

Heavenly Hill
Betty Stephen’s Home

9500 Brant Road
Ellsworth, Michigan

	 •	 South	on	US	31	past	Friske	Royal	Farm	Market
	 •	 Right	on	Rex	Beach	Road
	 •	 Rex	Beach	Road	dead	ends	at	Old	Dixie	Highway
	 •	 Left	on	Old	Dixie	Highway	past	cemetery
	 •	 Left	on	Brant	Road
	 •	 Go	straight	up	to	Heavenly	Hill	-	9500	Brant	Road

“125 Years Strong” Celebration!
Save the Date: August 25th
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August
2 0 1 9

Ministry Schedule
Ministry

Sunday
August 4

Sunday
August 11

Sunday
August18

Sunday
August 25

OT Lesson
& Psalms

Bob Barrett Nancy Porter Phil Pratt Kim Baker

The Epistle Rachel Sytsma Reed George Perrett Chris Barrett Dan Sytsma Reed

Prayers Christine Benson Betty Stephen Deb Stutzman Bill French

Ushers
George & Wendy 

Perrett 
Sharon Witucki

Peter Pace
Brownie & Susan 

Flanders
Mark Andresky

Don Collier 
 

Greeters
Judy Colt 

Betty Stephen 
Marsha Hall

Sue Livingston
Chris Benson

Christine Benson
Linda Wertz

Sharon Witucki

Intinction Betsy Collier Brownie Flanders Rick Wertz John Fiedorek

LEM (Chalice) Rick Wertz Dorothy Miller Betsy Collier Brownie Flanders

Acolyte Rick Wertz Dorothy Miller Roger Peak
Brownie Flanders
Lena Sytsma Reed

(Crucifer)

Altar Guild
Linda Wertz

Deb Stutzman  
Marge Kirinovic

Ann Bahr 
Lisa French

Susan Flanders
Betsy Collier

Dorothy Miller

Coffee Hour
Hosts

Sharon Witucki
Peter Pace

Sue Livingston

Chris Barrett
Patsy Valier
Liz Teasdale

Deb Esenther
Linda Southby
Penny Loving

Betty Stephen
& Crew

Vestry Duty Mark Heydlauff Lisa French Linda Wertz Chris Benson
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septeMber
2 0 1 9

Ministry Schedule
Ministry

Sunday    
September 1

Sunday
September 8

Sunday
September 15

Sunday
September 22

Sunday
September 29

OT Lesson
& Psalms

Bill French Dan Sytsma Reed Ruth Willis Phil Pratt Mark Heydlauff

The Epistle Chris Nyland Gary Stutzman Roger Peak Chris Benson Lisa French

Prayers Lea Peak John Lignell Don Collier Rachel Sytsma 
Reed

John Masson

Ushers
Sue Livingston

Don Collier
Chris & Christine 

Benson
John Fiedorek
Chris Nyland

Marsha Hall
Rick Wertz

Brownie & Susan 
Flanders

Greeters
George & Wendy 

Perrett
Peter Pace 

Sharon Witucki
Mark Andresky

Carol Ashley
Sue Livingston

Ruth Willis
Marsha Hall

Betty Stephen

Intinction Rick Wertz Lea Peak Betsy Collier Brownie Flanders John Fiedorek

LEM (Chalice) Dorothy Miller Brownie Flanders Rick Wertz Betsy Collier Dorothy Miller

Acolyte Roger Peak
Brownie Flanders

Lena Sytsma 
Reed (Crucifer)

Rick Wertz Roger Peak Dorothy Miller

Altar Guild
Nancy Porter

Dorothy Miller 
Deb Stutzman

Ann Bahr
Lisa French

Marge Kirinovic
Betsy Collier
Linda Wertz

Susan Flanders 
Nancy Porter

Coffee Hour
Hosts

Brownie & Susan 
Flanders

Betsy Collier
Wendy Perrett

Judy Pratt
Bob & Chris

Barrett & Friends
Jeff & Nancy 

Porter

Judy Colt 
Sue Livingston
Linda Southby

Vestry Duty John Masson Dorothy Miller Marge Kirinovic Anne Stanley Deb Stutzman


