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Congratulations!!

hree cheers for the people of Christ Church!

Those of us who make our church home here 
are standing on the shoulders of giants. Our 
beautiful church building was constructed in 
1894 during the depths of the worst economic 
depression that Americans had known. But the 
vision, faith and courage of the people was not 
to be denied.

Our beautiful parish hall  is a product of 
the same faithful commitment to Christian 
mission. It rose at another very uncertain time 
in the life of the parish.

Bold steps into the future  punctuate the 
history of Christ Church.

And now you’re about to do it again! A third 
major addition to our facilities is about to take 
shape.

A contract has been signed with McBride 
Construction of Petoskey to expand the 
usable space of the parish hall, and to create a 
Columbarium in the passageway between the 
church and the parish hall. Construction is 
scheduled to begin in February.

This is happening because of you! Your 
response in last summer’s capital campaign 
was phenomenal, with pledges totaling just 
under $200,000. What a fantastic success!

T
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We’ll be able to accommodate our growing 
numbers for gatherings in the parish hall as 
we address a crying pastoral need for a resting 
place at Christ Church for those whom we love 
who have passed to greater glory.

You have joined the generations who 
preceded us in doing your part to assure that the 
ministries of Christ Church will continue to 
flourish.

Congratulations!!

Grace & Peace,

The Rev. Thomas P. O’Dell

Signing of Construction Contract at
N.J. White Associates on December 17, 2019

Front Row: Mark Heydlauff; Junior Warden, Fr. Tom O’Dell,
Nick Liebler; architect with N.J. White Associates

Back Row: Dave McBride, McBride Remodeling, Chris Smith and
Brownie Flanders, co-chairs of Columbarium project.
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For JanuaryPrayer List
Please Pray for your Brothers and Sisters

Persons are removed from our Prayer List at the end of each month.
Please contact John Fiedorek at jfiedorek@gmail.com

to add the names of friends and family to our Prayer List

The Rev. Peggy Nattermann

The Rev. Kathy Kircher

Lisa Hicklen

Glen Berger

Patti Masson

Bob Masson

Jeanette Smock

Judy & Tony Riccio

Bruce Austin

Cort Esenther

Lila Nelson 

Patricia Shannon

Diane Meyers

Jeanne Crandall

Terry Longworthy

Ben Borus

Michelle Ruehonier

Jenna Guthrie

Penny Loving

David Bahr

Dick Southby

Blake Kirinovic
Cindi Baird

Carla Gober

Linda Boss

Jim and Jane Boocher

Annual Parish 
Meeting

January 19
Following the service

Snow date: January 26

The Feast of
The Epiphany

Three Parishes in Common Worship
On the Day of Epiphany, the three parishes of

Christ Church in Charlevoix,
Church of the Nativity in Boyne City,
and Emmanuel Church in Petoskey,

will gather for common worship.
Epiphany is the crown and conclusion

of the Christmas Season. It falls on January 6,
so on Monday, January 6
we will worship together,

with Emmanuel serving as our host site.
The service will be at 6:00pm, and Choir members 

from all three parishes will meet at 5:15pm
for final rehearsal of an anthem.
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in ChriSt
g a r y  s C h a f E r

OurBrother
ur Brother in Christ, Gary Schafer passed 
on to Greater Glory on December 6, 2019.

His funeral was held at Christ Church on 
December 13, 2019, with Fr. Tom O’Dell 
officiating. Gary married Vicky Warner on 
December 6, 1986 at Christ Episcopal Church. 
 
Gary is survived by his loving wife, Vicky 
Schafer; his daughter Jennifer (Scott) 
Wallace; his step-children J.Lynn Warner, and 
Jeff Warner; and 12 siblings. Interment took 
place on December 13, 2019 at St. Joseph 
Cemetery in Beal City, Michigan. 
Donations may be made to Lewy Body 
Dementia Association, 912 Killian Hill Road 
S. W., Lilburn, GA 30047 or St. Joseph School, 
2091 N. Winn Road, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858. 
You are welcome to sign his online guestbook at 
www.mortensenfuneral-homes.com

O

Thoughts on My Friend, Gary Schafer

ack in my “outdoor running days,” Gary 
and I occasionally ran together—or should 

really say, he slowed down, so I could keep up! 

Gary ran more than forty marathons in his 
life. He qualified for the Boston Marathon 
numerous times, and I know he ran Boston at 
least twice. 

I remember when Linda and I attended our 
first Sunday Service at Christ Episcopal 
Church. Before worship, Gary asked us about 

ourselves and during the announcement time 
that Sunday, Gary stood up and introduced us 
to the congregation. It meant a lot to Linda and 
to me.
Gary was a kind, generous, loving man. He was 
an example of a person of great integrity. I am 
so grateful that our life journeys crossed paths. 
The strife is over, my friend—the battle won. 
Well done, good and faithful servant.

 Alleluia, Alleluia!
— Rick Wertz

B
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in ChriSt
M o n s i E  C a M E r o n

Our Sister

tO rEMEMBEr
J a n u a r y  &  f E b r u a r y  2 0 2 0

Upcoming Dates
January 5 9:30a.m. First Sunday-Explore and share our spiritual journey and growth.
  All ages are welcome and encouraged to join.

January 6 6p.m. Joint Epiphany Service – in Petoskey @ Emmanuel Episcopal Church
	 	 •	Church	of	the	Nativity,	Boyne	City
	 	 •	Christ	Episcopal	Church,	Charlevoix
	 	 •	Emmanuel	Episcopal	Church,	Petoskey

January 19 11a.m. CEC Annual parish meeting (snow date January 26th)

January 22 9a.m. Christian Outreach to meet at CEC and travel Manna for volunteer
  work.

January 23 5p.m Deadline for February Red Door, contact
  Susan Flanders: susankflanders@gmail.com

February 2 9:30a.m. First Sunday-all ages are welcome and encouraged to join.

February 26 5:30p.m. Ash Wednesday Service at CEC 

ur sister in Christ, Mona 
“Monsie” Cameron passed away 

on November 26, 2019 at the UMPC 
Passavant Hospital in Pittsburgh, 
PA. She is survived by her four 
children, educator Amy Cameron, 
physician Julie Cameron, author 
W. Bruce Cameron and dog 
Caly. In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests donations in 
Monsie’s name to her favorite 
animal charity, Life is Better Rescue 
(lifeisbetterrescue.org).

A memorial service will be held in June 
2020 in Charlevoix. 

O
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open HouseAdvent

Linda & Tom O’Dell hosted an Advent Party for the entire CEC church family on December 15th.

Rick Wertz, Don & Betsy Collier and Rachel Sytsma Reed visit with Tom O’Dell during Advent Party on December 15th
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open HouseAdvent

Ann Bahr, Linda Sytsma and Dorothy Miller
enjoy the yummy food at O’Dell’s Advent Party!

Jean Loper, Chris & Leslie Nyland visit during Advent Party
hosted by Linda & Tom O’Dell

Linda O’Dell and Mark Heydlauff enjoy the Advent Party.Linda Smith, Nancy Porter and Sheila Garner
enjoy O’Dell’s Advent Party

Rick Wertz, John Masson and Brownie Flanders visit during O’Dell’s Advent Party
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MinistryChristianOutreach

CEC parishioners, John Lignell, Don Binns, Marge Kirinovic, Anne Stanley, and Tom Kirinovic
wrapped 50 gifts for Charlevoix High School students on December 17th

Don Binns, John Lignell and Mark Stanley get ready to wrap gifts for Charlevoix High School students for a Christian outreach project

Gift Wrapping Project



Page Eight

updatEs... what thE young pEoplE arE doing now!

CECScholarshipMinistry
Holiday Mailbag

From: Kendall McNitt 
Sent: Wednesday, December 4, 2019 7:04 PM
Thank you so so much for the package!! I was 
so surprised, and excited, when I got a message 
that I had something waiting for me!

From: Hayden Dvoracek 
Sent: Saturday, December 7, 2019 8:43 PM
Thanks for the treats!
I’ve been busy studying for finals all week. But 
a couple friends and I ran to Naubinway to the 
snowmobile museum and then to 
Kitch-iti-Kipi in Manistique. It was a great 
way to unwind for a bit, I’ve got 2 exams Monday, 
1 on Tuesday and my last on Friday. Hope all is 
well and I’m sorry for not sending many emails 
this semester,  Hayden Dvoracek 

From: Macy McPherson 
Sent: Saturday, December 7, 2019 9:17 PM
Good Evening,
I wanted to let you known I recently received 
the care package and am so grateful! Thank 
you so much for thinking of me as I approach 
my first round of finals in my college career. 
Thank you so much for the wonderful goodies 
(they are amazing!!) and thank you so much for 
keeping me in your thoughts and sending your 
well wishes. I would just like to say thank you 
to the Christ Episcopal Church on the whole for 
the wonderful care package.
Thank you so much for everything,
Macy

From:  Jessica Schmidt
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 3:29 PM
Things are going well for me thank you! I 
received your care package and want to say 
thank you, all the goodies were delicious. I only 
have 2 more exams tomorrow and then I’m 

on my way home. I would like prayer though, 
because I have to take an exam for my early 
childhood endorsement over break and I hear 
it is really hard to pass. So please keep me in 
remembrance in your prayers for that. I take 
the exam on the 17th. I hope all is well with 
you.
With love,
Jessica

Text Message from: Gabrielle Snyder
Received: Thursday, December 5, 2019
hi! i just received the package from the church! 
thank you so much, i really appreciate it, and 
the snacks will be super awesome for study 
breaks!! :) Gabby

Text Message from: Jenna Guthrie
Received: Saturday, December 7, 2019
Thank you so much! And today I received the 
care package. Thank you for that as well. I love 
the popcorn puff treats. Jenna

Scholarship recipient Hayden Dvoracek
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Dear Friends and Family, 

I cannot thank you enough for your love, 
prayers, and support. I couldn’t have fulfilled 
my dream of going to Africa without you. I am 
so humbled by your willingness to support me, 
and your unconditional love in pleading on 
my behalf while I was away. I want to let you 
know that everything you gave was not in vain. 
God showed up mightily during my trip, and I 
learned so much through walking beside Him 
on the streets of North Africa. 

I spent a week in the home of one of the 
local families, learning the culture and 
customs of the people in the country 
I inhabited. This is where God first 
began to reshape my view of 
Muslims. This is because the family 
welcomed us with open arms into their home 
and embraced us as family. They were not strict 
nor harsh in any way, but instead where quick 
to laugh and teach us their ways. I was even 
encouraged to continue to read my Bible 
rather than engage in conversation one 
morning at the breakfast table. I wasn’t 
expecting their expressive manners, nor their 
quick humor, but I promise you that they 
posses both. We ate, we danced, we laughed, 
and almost cried in saying goodbye. We were 
family.

After this we moved into an apartment on 
the second floor of a home. The top floor was 
inhabited by another family, which took great 

Jessica Schmidt
CEC’s Class of 2016 Scholarship Recipient

care of us. Here we began to teach high school 
student English 5 days a week, and 8th grade 
student English 4 days a week. Through a 
summer English club, which met in one of the 
school buildings near the center of town. 

Teaching those students was incredible. They 
were respectful, kind, smart, and funny. It 
wasn’t always easy though, because although 
they spoke some English it wasn’t much. So, 
trying to communicate the information in 
English was interesting. Let’s just say it 
resulted in a lot of charades. I truly learned 
how to be a teacher in that short amount of 
time and am grateful for the teachers I met 
there, who mentored me and encouraged me. 
As well as for the students who claimed I was 
the best and thanked me for teaching them. 
They showed me their town, fed me all the good 
traditional foods, and showed me what real 
hospitality looks like.
 
As for the best God moments: 
The first would have to be sharing the gospel 

updatEs... what thE young pEoplE arE doing now!

CECScholarshipMinistry

2018 Scholarship recipient Jessica Schmidt

Continued on Page Ten
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Sunday Sermons
Did you know that each Sunday the sermons at Christ Church are recorded?

To listen to the Sunday’s sermon, visit the church’s website at: 

ChristEpiscopalChurch.net
Click on sermon and listen to the desired week

updatEs... what thE young pEoplE arE doing now!

CECScholarshipMinistry
with one of the tutors from the English club. 
I formed a strong bond with her, and while 
drinking lemonade was prodded by the Spirit to 
ask a question which led to sharing the gospel 
story.

The second was seeing how a little love can go 
a long way. We went to a small food shop every 
Sunday, and the woman who worked there had 
no family or friends in town. She was incredibly 
lonely and in pain because of varicose veins. So, 
one Sunday we prayed for her, we came to buy 
her food every week, and said hi and goodbye 
when we left. To me it didn’t seem like much, 
but later we found out that she had considered 
us her best friends. 

And the third was getting to pray for the 
grandma of the family we stayed with the first 
week. After we had left the home one of the 
grandma’s disks in her spine slipped so she was 
no longer able to move around on her own. So, 
we went to visit her, and before we left asked 
her if it would be okay for us to pray for her in 
Jesus name. To our delight she said yes. I felt 
the presence of the Lord overwhelmingly while 

praying for her, and I could hear her breathing 
heavily, almost like she was about to cry. It was 
so powerful.

Although I didn’t get to see any souls saved, 
I saw God’s love touch hearts, and change my 
own. Towards the beginning of the trip I felt 
as though I wasn’t good enough to serve in the 
context I was in. I was comparing myself to 
the other girls on my team and finding myself 
lacking. But God, through His gentle coaxing, 
showed me that He is sufficient. That it wasn’t 
about me or what I felt I could accomplish, but 
it was a question of whether He could do it. 
Which of course is YES. He taught me through 
His word that all power belongs to Him in 
heaven and in earth. So, I must simply follow 
where He leads. Which happens to be to an 
international school in North Africa where I was 
this summer. I toured the school while I was 
there and feel that after college that is where 
God wants me to be. So, I covet your prayers for 
direction in this time, and thank you again for 
all your love and support. 
Love, 
Jess

Continued from Page Nine
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hank you so much for expressing your 
gratitude to the Lord through your 

mite box blessings. We have sent $541.15 to 
United Thank Offering! Christ Episcopal 
Church is such a blessing!

Should you need a new mite box for the new 
year, I’ll have them available at church.

Blessings to all,
Anne Stanley

T

ecw
a T  c h r i s T  c h u r c h

Episcopal Church Women
Mite Box Collection

series
a T  c h r i s T  c h u r c h

Taylor

Gospel Choir
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Gospel Choir practices for December 14th performance at CEC
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series
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Taylor

n December 14, 2019 fourteen 

members of the Gospel Choir 

from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 

Flint, Michigan performed in the 

sanctuary at CEC to a full house. This 

was the last Taylor Series event for 

2019 and it was blessing to have them 

perform in Charlevoix. In addition 

to Saturday’s performance they 

returned on Sunday morning and 

participated in our 10a.m. service. 

Rafael McDaniel, is their choir 

director and pianist, he has a lot of 

energy and a extremely gifted individual. The 

choir had everyone singing, clapping, and on 

their feet. The Holy Spirit filled the entire 

sanctuary with love and friendship. It was a 

Sunday we will not forget. 

Gospel Choir
O

Gospel choir member, Phillip Barnhart visits with Jeff Porter, Mark 
Heydlaff and Shirley Gibson during reception

Anne Stanley with members of Gospel ChoirTaylor Series reception for Gospel Choir on December 14th
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series
a T  c h r i s T  c h u r c h

Taylor

Gospel Choir While waiting for the Gospel choir performance to begin, 
Phillip Barnhard, Gospel choir member and Betty Davis from Emmanuel 

Episcopal Church, Petoskey discovered they both love to knit!

Tom O’Dell visits with St. Paul’s Episcopal church
gospel choir members following their performance

Susan and Brownie Flanders’ grandchildren, Caytlin and Clinton visit 
with Jelecia Geraghty during the Gospel Choir reception
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MusiCWorship& 
January 5
Wise Men, They Came to Look for Wisdom
(Worship & Rejoice, page 234)

January 12
Precious Lord, Take My Hand
(Worship & Rejoice, page 500)

January 19
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
(Worship & Rejoice, page 344)

January 26
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
(Worship & Rejoice, page 719)

Anthems for January 2020

Thank You
hank you for your generous donations to 

beautify our sanctuary and parish hall 

for Advent and Christmas. Without your help 

this could not be accomplished. FYI: Flower 

Calendar for 2020 is on the bulletin board. 

If you wish to provide flowers for Sunday 

services, many spots are available. Thanking 

you in advance.

–  Linda Wertz

T

Linda Wertz our CEC Flower Lady
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First Sunday
e continue to explore and share our 

spiritual journey and growth as a 

community the First Sunday of every month. 

Please join us on January 5, 2020 to begin a 

New Year with your brothers and sister in 

Christ. All ages are welcome and encouraged 

to join this monthly gathering! You will be 

surprised, challenged and perhaps even 

delighted what you take away!

     –  Lisa French

n Sunday, December 22nd Christ Church 

was blessed with the musical talents of 

the Sytsma Reed family. Lena, Ric, Blaise and 

their father, Dan performed O, Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel. Arranged by Dan Sytsma Reed. 

Also the Dorothy Gerber Youth Orchestra 

ensemble was with us during the service and 

played: Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming and 

Adeste Fideles.

W

O

MusiCWorship& 

Ric, Blaise, Lena and Dan Sytsma Reed

Christ Episcopal Church newest acolyte, John Masson

Now is our time to go.
To go into the world to share the

good news of God and Jesus Christ.
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NomiNatioNs
a t  C h r i s t  C h u r C h  f o r  2 0 2 0

Vestry
I enjoyed serving on the Vestry a few years 
ago, before and during the time when Tom 
was called to Christ Church. I hope I can be a 
viable, unifying member if my nomination is 
approved at the Annual Meeting. Having been 
an Episcopalian since birth, this is the fifth 
parish of which I have been a part. These are 
exciting times at Christ Church and I have 
been blessed to experience the love and sense 
of community I find here. Spiritual growth and 
an ongoing outpouring of love are two of my 
goals as I move forward one day at a time. It is 
an honor to be nominated to stand to serve on 
the Vestry and I will strive to be a responsible, 
contributing member.
    Yours in Christ,

Betty Stephen

Betty Stephen

David Loving
Penny and I are both old and new residents 
of Charlevoix and members of Christ Church. 
We are “old residents” in that my family has 
had a summer cottage in the Sequanota Club 
for almost 100 years. We are “new residents” 
in that after living in the Seattle area for 
almost 30 years we decided it was time for a new 
chapter in our lives. Charlevoix would be 
our permanent home. It does take a bit of 
explaining to explain why our two homes are but 
4 miles apart. As full-time residents, and we do 
claim that we were never “fudgies” but rather 
“resorters”, and we are now delighted to be 
“townies.” One of the reasons for choosing 
Charlevoix as our new home is the warmth 
and welcoming of so many friends at Christ 
Episcopal Church.

– David Loving

Betty Stephen

David Loving
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I was raised in the Episcopal church in the 
suburbs of Detroit. Received my bachelor’s 
degree & certificate of dental hygiene from 
the University of Michigan. For 30 years I 
worked in many different dental offices. When I 
retired, I went back to graduate school to study 
Gerontology. I was a volunteer in many 
different nursing facilities/hospitals & also 
have been involved with Therapy Dogs Inc 
since 1994. We have owned 3 therapy dogs but 
now I’m a tester for the organization.

George & I were married at St Andrews 
Episcopal church in Ann Arbor 26 years ago. We 
continued living in Ann Arbor until we moved 
to Charlevoix in 2002.  We have 5 children & 
4 grandchildren, scattered all over the country. 
When we first moved up north, we attended 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Petoskey, but 
have been members of CEC for about four years 
now.

– Wendy Perrett

Wendy Perrett

NomiNatioNs
a t  C h r i s t  C h u r C h  f o r  2 0 2 0

Vestry

Wendy Perrett

Sunday Sermons
Did you know that each Sunday the sermons at Christ Church are recorded?

To listen to the Sunday’s sermon, visit the church’s website at: 

ChristEpiscopalChurch.net
Click on sermon and listen to the desired week
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January
2 0 2 0

Ministry Schedule
Ministry

Sunday
January 5

Sunday
January 12

Sunday
January 19

Sunday
January 26

OT Lesson
& Psalms

John Lignell Kim Baker Lisa French John Masson 

The Epistle Roger Peak Ruth Willis Mark Andresky Bill French

Prayers Susan Flanders Linda Wertz Mark Heydlauff Betty Stephen

Ushers
Mark Andresky 
Chris Nyland

John Fiedorek
Don Binns

Tom & Marge 
Kirinovic

Don & Betsy 
Collier 

 

Greeters
Tom & Marge 

Kirinovic 
Peter Pace

Sharon Witucki
Betty Stephen
Patti Masson

Judy Colt
Ruth Willis

Intinction Lea Peak John Fiedorek Bill French Brownie Flanders 

LEM (Chalice) Rick Wertz Brownie Flanders Dorothy Miller Betsy Collier 

Acolyte Frank Rathjens
Brownie Flanders
Lena Sytsma Reed 

(Crucifer)

Dorothy Miller
John Masson 

(Crucifer)
Roger Peak

Altar Guild
Betsy Collier
Lisa French   

Dorothy Miller
Nancy Porter

Marge Kirinovic
Deb Stutzman 

Linda Wertz
Ann Bahr

Coffee Hour
Hosts

Jeff & Nancy Porter Marge Kirinovic
Anne Stanley

Fellowship Team Nancy & Jeff Porter

Vestry Duty Linda Wertz Anne Stanley John Masson Lisa French 
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February
2 0 2 0

Ministry Schedule
Ministry

Sunday
February 2

Sunday
February 9

Sunday
February 16

Sunday
February 23

OT Lesson
& Psalms

Tom Kirinovic Nancy Porter Gary Stutzman Mark Andresky

The Epistle Mark Heydlauff John Lignell Ruth Willis Lea Peak

Prayers Lisa French Don Collier Bill French Rachel Sytsma Reed

Ushers
John Fiedorek
Chris Nyland

Jeff Porter
Mark Andresky

Brownie & Susan 
Flanders

Don & Betsy 
Collier 

 

Greeters
Don Collier

Henry Berger 
Gary Stutzman

Jean Loper
Jeff & Nancy

Porter
Betty Stephen

Ruth Willis

Intinction Morning Prayer Betsy Collier John Fiedorek Brownie Flanders 

LEM (Chalice) Morning Prayer Rick Wertz Lea Peak Dorothy Miller 

Acolyte
Brownie Flanders
Lena Sytsma Reed 

(Crucifer)
Rick Wertz Roger Peak

Dorothy Miller
John Masson

(Crucifer)

Altar Guild
Susan Flanders

Linda Wertz   
Ann Bahr

Deb Stutzman
Lisa French

Dorothy Miller  
Marge Kirinovic

Nancy Porter

Coffee Hour
Hosts

Betty Stephen 
Kim Heider

Brownie & Susan 
Flanders

Betsy Collier
Emily Myers

David & Penny
Loving

Patti Masson 

Vestry Duty Marge Kirinovic John Masson Lisa French Anne Stanley
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Ash
  Wednesday
Ash
  Wednesday

OT Lesson & Psalms ......................... Roger Peak

The Epistle ........................................ Deb Stutzman

Prayers of the People  ....................... Rick Wertz

Ushers ................................................ Tom & Marge Kirinovic

Greeters ............................................. Brownie & Susan Flanders

Intinction  .......................................... Betsy Collier

LEM (Chalice) ................................... Frank Rathjens

Acolyte ............................................... Frank Rathjens

Altar Guild ........................................ Betsy Collier & Linda Wertz

Vestry Duty ........................................ Linda Wertz 

February 26 • 5:30pm


