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ardner Taylor was one of the greatest 
and most beloved preachers in American 

history. He was admired for his eloquence as well as his 
understanding of Christian faith and theology. Time 
Magazine called him “the dean of American preaching.” 
In 1996, Baylor University named him as one of the most 
effective preachers in the English-speaking world.

For 30 years he served the Concord Baptist Church 
of Christ, which is located in Bedford-Stuyvesant, a 
neighborhood in the borough of Brooklyn in New York 
City. It’s the second largest Baptist congregation in 
America, with 10,000 members. Gardner Taylor died six 
years ago this April.

Rev. Taylor decried what he called a “cross-less 
Christianity, a happiness cult.”  I went to learn from him 
at a conference for preachers once, and I will never forget 
the advice he gave:

“Never stray too far from Calvary. We ought to 
preach the cross not only in the Passion season. 
Calvary ought to be in all of our sermons, explicit or 
implicit. At the tree we find our deliverance. At the 

G

place of the riven feet, and at the place of the torn 
side, and at the place of the thorn-crowned brow, 
and at the place of the pierced hand we find our 
oneness, our oneness in Christ, our Sovereign Lord, 
our Gracious King. Calvary represents the central 
event in our Christian gospel, the focus of all divine 
history. Calvary is the supreme public event in the 
divine purpose.”

We won’t stray from Calvary at Christ Church this 
Lent. We’ll be centered there.

I hope you’ll join me on Zoom for Wednesday 
afternoon sessions in the sacred season of the Cross. 
We’ll be reading and discussing Jon Meacham’s 
The Hope of Glory: Reflections on the Last Words of 
Jesus from the Cross.

Meacham is a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian, 
professor at Vanderbilt and faithful Episcopalian. 
His insights will strengthen and inspire us as we 
reflect on the last words of our Savior on the Cross.

Please journey with me to Calvary, where I promise 
we will find “the hope of glory!”

In Christ,

The Rev. Thomas P. O’Dell

The Hope of Glory
“Never stray too far from Calvary”

Ash Wednesday ServiceAsh Wednesday Service
Live Stream - CEC website
4p.m. - February 17, 2021

http://ChristEpiscopalChurch.net
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Wednesdays at 4 p.m.
February 24, March 3,10,17,24

On Zoom
Request a link to the Zoom sessions at buraaga@gmail.com

The Hope of Glory

https://www.amazon.com/
gp/product/0593236661/
ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_ti-
tle_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1

Purchase your copy now!

The book is available

at local booksellers

and at this link:

STUDYSTUDYBook
W I T H  F A T H E R  T O M

mailto:buraaga%40gmail.com?subject=The%20Hope%20%26%20Glory%20Zoom%20Session
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0593236661/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0593236661/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0593236661/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0593236661/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
Linda K. Boss
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FOR FEBRUARYFOR FEBRUARYPrayer List
Please Pray for your Brothers and Sisters

Persons are removed from our Prayer List at the end of each month.

Please contact John Fiedorek at

 jfiedorek@gmail.com

to add the names of friends and family to our Prayer List

Rev. Kathy Kircher

Doris & Gunnar
Lundteigen

Deb Stutzman

Lisa Hicklen

Glen Berger

Dr. John Lignell

Cort Esenther

Peter Pace

Elfriede & Henry
Berger

Cynthia Johnston

Ann Puffpaff

Lori Sessler

Ryan Daily

Dan Drost

“For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you Lord,  Amen”  

– The Book of Common Prayer,
Page, 837

mailto:jfiedorek%40gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20List
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MAIL CALLMAIL CALLCECScholarship
What Our Young People Are Up To...

hether they are ‘remotely’ known 
or have a ‘secure seat’ at their 

colleges of choice, our heartfelt prayers 
and wishes with the love of Christ for 
each, are sent to CEC’s scholarship 
recipients on this Pandemic Valentine’s 
Day.

Jenna Guthrie (Northern Michigan), 

Lauren Harris (UM),

Kara Simpson (Oakland),

Hayden Dvoracek (Northern MI),

Jordan Herman (UM),

Kendall McNitt &

Charles the cat (Davenport),

Macy McPherson (MSU), 

Gabrielle Snyder (Central Michigan),

Megan Streeter (Central Michigan),

Chloe Britton, (between schools at this time),

Emma Buday (Stanford),

Kara Feury (Central Michigan).

W

Lauren Harris, CEC scholarship recipient 

attends classes at the University of Michigan by 

Zoom classes. This photo was taken in warmer 

weather outside the Law Quad.

Lauren HarrisWe seek LOVE

We seek FREEDOM

We seek ABUNDANT LIFE

We seek JESUS
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MAIL CALLMAIL CALLCECScholarship
In the Scholarship Mailbag this Winter

Jenna Guthrie

2021
Scholarship Application
With Vestry approval of the 2021 

budget for Christ Episcopal Church, the 

Educational Scholarship ministry WILL 

be sending CEC’s Scholarship application 

for the 11th year to counseling offices in 

Charlevoix County Public High Schools. 

The application will also be accessible for 

downloading on the CEC webpage. The 

DEADLINE for application postmarks or 

delivery to CEC is April 2, 2021.

Jenna Guthrie, CEC scholarship recipient 

and student at Northern Michigan University 

created this design of she and her mother, Anne 

Hazelwood.

CEC scholarship recipient, Hayden Dvoracek 

settles back into school at Northern Michigan 

University for his second semester on January 

17, 2021.

Hayden Dvoracek
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V I A  Z O O M  O N  J U N E  1 9 ,  2 0 2 0

KNOW?KNOW?Did You
The Meanings Behind Red Front Doors

hy are so many front doors painted red 
across the world? For fun, we’ve gathered 

some of the most interesting reasons why this 
is an important choice for many homeowners.

Many cultures use red front doors to 
communicate something about their beliefs or 
status. Since the first Passover the red door has 
symbolized God’s protection, that plague and 
the Angel of Death would pass the household 
by. Red doors can also symbolize the blood of 
Christ, which is why so many churches and 
cathedrals feature red doors.

In the Americas, settlers used red front doors 
to offer friendly shelter for weary travelers and 
their horses. By the Civil War, red front doors 
in the free Northern states were used by the 
Underground Railroad to signal safe houses for 
runaway slaves and other refugees.

Across the world, red doors in China say 
welcome, as is practiced by Feng Shui 
enthusiasts. The color red is believed to bring 
health, harmony, happiness, positive energy 
and prosperity.

The Irish and Scottish had uses for red doors, 
too. When Queen Victoria died, the Irish 
were asked to paint their front doors black in 
commemoration and mourning, but many 
rebelled and painted their doors bright colors, 

including red. Many Scots today paint their 
doors red to signal that their mortgages have 
been paid off.

There are as many shades of red doors as there 
are traditions. Red doors don’t hold much 
significance today, except as a statement color 
to still convey a cheerful welcome to visitors.

W
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elcome to Flight #2021. We are prepared 
to take off into the New Year. Please 

make sure your Attitude and Blessings are 
secured and locked in an upright position. All 
self-destructive devices should be turned 
off at this time. All negativity, hurt and 
discouragement should be put away. Should we 
lose altitude under pressure, during the flight, 

reach up and pull down a prayer. Prayers will 
automatically be activated by Faith. Once 
your faith is activated you can assist other 
passengers. There will be NO BAGGAGE 
allowed on this flight. The Captain (GOD) 
has cleared us for takeoff. Destination 
GREATNESS. 

– Submitted by; Lisa French

2 0 2 1
NEW YEAR!NEW YEAR!Happy

W

V I A  Z O O M  O N  J U N E  1 9 ,  2 0 2 02 0 2 1
YOU!YOU!Thank

am and Marc Sroufe thank our church 
community for their prayers and 

condolences at the death of Pam’s 
97 year old father, January 10, 2021. 
Pam’s father was baptized and 
attended Sunday School in the Anglican 
traditions of Church of the Redeemer, 
Niagara Falls, NY.

P
Pam Sroufe and her father

 

orothy Miller, our parish administrator 
and John Fiedorek our office manager, 

work on paper work at CEC.

D
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HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS
F R O M  J A N U A R Y  8 ,  2 0 2 1  O N  Z O O M

Vestry
n January 8, 2021 the 2020 Vestry 
membership met for the purpose of reviewing 
and accepting the YTD Treasurer’s Report as 

well as reviewing and making decisions about the 
2021 CEC budget.

The Balance Sheet of December 31, 2020
Total Bank Accounts = $147,149.38
Total Assets = $1,109,719.47

Total Liabilities and Liabilities = $1,109,719.47

Budget Report Actual 2020 Budget 2021 Budget
Total Income $162,430.56 $169,900.00 $141,162.00
Total Expense  $146,479.19 $169,900.00 $141,162.00
Net Income $  15,951.37 $141,162.00 

2020 Actual $162,430.56  $146,479.19  
$  15,951.37

2020 Budget     169,900.00  
  169,900.00

2021 Budget *  $141,162.00  
$ 141,162.00

*A motion to accept the Budget-Carried
 
n On January 19, 2021, the 2021 Vestry 
 membership met for the purpose of nominating 
 and electing Vestry Wardens.

 Mark Heydlauff is elected Senior Warden and 
 Linda Wertz is elected Junior Warden.

n A calendar of regularly scheduled Vestry 
 meetings by Zoom (until further notice) will 
 be determined.  Next meeting is February 10 at 
 4:00pm.

n Vestry members are requested by Father Tom to 
 continue telephoning CEC members and 
 ‘connect us’.

n Vestry members will continue as liaison 
 members to CEC’s commissions.

n Information about Ash Wednesday observance, 
 February 17, 2021 and Lenten programs will be 
 forthcoming..

n The bell in the CEC tower rang 40 times 
 on January 19 in symbolic observance of the 
 400,000 lives lost to the Covid-19 Pandemic. The 
 vestry thanked Don Collier for ringing the bell.

O

CEC’s newly elected 2021 Wardens are
Mark Heydluaff, Senior Warden and Linda Wertz, Junior Warden.

Please keep them in your prayers as they carry out
the church’s business.

Submit an Article for the Submit an Article for the Next Next Red Door!Red Door!
by 5p.m. February 19th susankflanders@gmail.com

If you see an error in this month’s issue, please let us know!
We will correct it or, print a correction in the next issue of the Red Door.

(We try to be as accurate as possible.... thank you, the Red Door Production Team)

mailto:susankflanders%40gmail.com?subject=March%202021%20Red%20Door%20Article%20Submission
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H
ANNUAL MEETINGANNUAL MEETING

O F  C H R I S T  C H U R C H  F O R  2 0 2 1  O N  Z O O M
Highlights

ighlights of the CEC Annual Meeting, by 
Zoom on January 17, 2021.

n	 An (unaudited) attendance indicates 37 
 church members in attendance.

n	 Meeting called to order with prayer at 11:35 
 a.m. by Rev. Tom O’Dell.

n	 Motion for Clerk Appointment; Pam Sroufe 
 – carried.

n	 Motion to Approve Minutes of CEC Annual 
 Meeting  1/20/20 – Carried.

n	 By acclamation, approval to elect Kathy 
 Boyer, Don Collier and Marsha Hall to 3 
 year terms as Vestry members. Mark 
 Heydlauff was elected to serve 2 years of a 
 vacated member term.
n	 Appreciation extended to Marge Kirinovic, 
 John Masson and Dorothy Miller for their 3 
 years each of Vestry service.

n	 Election of delegates to Diocesan 
 Convention  – delayed for later Vestry vote in 
 2021.

n	 Senior Warden Report – Abundant thanks 
 offered by Senior Warden D. Miller to Rev. 
 O’Dell for his unwavering and 
 conscientious spiritual leadership to 

Christ Church throughout the Pandemic.

n	 Additional reports were entered by: the 
 Junior Warden; specific to repairs and 
 improvements brought to church property,
 n	Christian Outreach
 n	Pastoral Care-Caring Shepherds
 n	Educational Scholarship Ministry
 n	Episcopal Church Women

n	 Additionally, a report about the 
 Columbarium was heard orally as the 
 construction is complete and niche 
 purchases are available.

n	 A report about Taylor Series indicates 
 funding for financing to install technology 
 for  LiveStream and recording services from 
 CEC.

n	 The Treasurer’s Report: also oral, listed 
 Account Balances and Asset Allocations. 
 The 2021 Budget lists Total Income and 
 Expense = $141,162.00

n		 Seated Vestry members are Lisa French, 
 Anne Stanley, Linda Wertz (2021) 
 David Loving, Betty Stephen (2022).

Christ Episcopal  Church Annual meeting on Zoom

Now is our time to go.
To go into the world to share the

good news of God and Jesus Christ.
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VESTRY MEMBERSVESTRY MEMBERS
2 0 2 1 

ChristChurch

The Way of Love
Practices for Jesus-Centered Life

 TURN Pause, listen, and choose to follow Jesus

 LEARN Reflect on Scripture each day, especially Jesus’ life and teachings
 PRAY Dwell intentionally with God each day
 WORSHIP Gather in community weekly to thank, praise, and draw near God
 BLESS Share faith and unselfishly give and serve
 GO Cross boundaries, listen deeply, and live like Jesus
 REST Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace, and restoration

CEC-Vestry 2021 (L to R) Marsha Hall, Mark Heydlauff; Senior Warden, Linda Wertz; Junior Warden,
David Loving, Tom O’Dell, Lisa French, Kathy Boyer, Don Collier.  (Vestry Members missing from photo; Anne Stanley and Betty Stephen)
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DESKDESKFrom the Treasurer’s
he pandemic has touched virtually 
every aspect of our lives, and that is 

certainly true for the finances and accounting at 
Christ Episcopal Church. In the Spring of 2020, 
we made the decision to migrate the church’s 
accounting and payroll functions to a cloud-based 
system in order to work remotely and 
automate our payroll functions, bill-paying, and 
pledge gift collection. Unfortunately, this new 
accounting solution created many 
unanticipated challenges that took much 
of 2020 to resolve. I am happy to report that 
everything is operating smoothly now, and our 
financial records are accurate and timely.  

The one issue that we were not able to 
resolve yet is the automation of pledge 
collection. We are now in the process of 
researching alternative platforms that will 
allow us to automatically debit checking 
accounts and credit cards for those individuals 
who wish to automate their giving to Christ 
Episcopal.  

We really appreciate that so many of you 
completed forms in 2020 to make your 
pledges electronically without having to 
physically send checks to the church. We have 
retained all of those forms and will input 
them into the new system when it is adopted 
later this year. Well in advance of beginning the 
auto-debiting/charging process, we will notify 
all who completed  forms to let you know of the 
start date. At that time, you can let us know 
if any of your banking information or giving 
amounts need updated. You can also choose 
to opt out of participation at that time if you 
desire.

In the meantime, we ask that gifts and 
pledges be mailed to the church at the following 
address: Christ Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 385, 
Charlevoix, MI  49720.  Over the years, some of 
you who pay your bills electronically through 
your banks and brokerage accounts have 
contacted us to coordinate electronic transfers 
from your accounts directly to the church’s 
checking account. If you would like to start 
doing this in 2021, please contact me for the 
church’s routing and account numbers and 
any other information your bank or Financial 
Advisor may need to set this up for you.

I appreciate the ongoing patience of our church 
family as we continue to resolve these issues 
and make it easier for you to fulfill your pledges 
during these challenging days. Many blessings 
to you all in 2021!

Paying Pledges & Making Gifts to the Church
T

Mark Andresky, Treasurer for Christ Episcopal Church
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FEBRUARYFEBRUARY
2 0 2 1

Ministry Schedule
Ministry

Sunday
February 7

Sunday
February 14

Sunday
February 21

Sunday
February 28

OT Lesson
& Psalms

Nancy Porter Lea Peak Roger Peak Rick WertzThe Epistle

Prayers of

the People

Altar Guild Susan Flanders Marge Kirinovic Ann Bahr Linda Wertz

MARCHMARCH
2 0 2 1

Ministry Schedule
Ministry

Sunday
March 7

Sunday
March 14

Sunday
March 21

Sunday
March 28

OT Lesson
& Psalms

Lea Peak Mark Andresky John Fiedorek Mark HeydlauffThe Epistle

Prayers of

the People

Altar Guild Lisa French Marge Kirinovic Ann Bahr Betsy Collier

Ash Wednesday ServiceAsh Wednesday Service

Mark Heydlauff Altar Guild Betsy Collier

February 17th at 4pm

OT Lesson & Psalms
The Epistle
Prayers of the People


